August 24, 2011
Dear Parent;


Important and exciting changes are occurring daily at Alanson Public Schools.  With the voter’s support of last years bond issue the construction phase has been in full swing.  The project includes the following items:

· Carpeting and tile in the Middle and High School end of the building

· Ceiling tiles in the cafeteria

· Gym flooring and floor plan change

· Sidewalks and parking on North Street and part of Chicago Street

· Doors in the Gym, High School, and Middle School

· An interior door at the Main Entrance for security purposes

These items along with the technology and bus purchases last year have provided a reinforced platform for our local school to continue to provide a solid education for our community’s children.  We can all carry a sense of pride and know that our buildings and busses are safe, and our leading edge educational capacity is on solid ground going into the future. 

In the past several years, schools have seen a growing number of incidents related to student safety.  Schools have been required to tighten access and scrutinize their security procedures to prevent or limit these types of incidents. With the installation of the interior door at the Main Entrance to the building (North Street) a “man trap” area is created.  All visitors must sign in and be buzzed through those doors to gain access.  This will be the only access to the entire building.  All parents (elementary and secondary) will now need to enter through this Main Entrance door.   

Morning drop off will be at the Cafeteria/Gymnasium entrance with doors being opened at 7:30 a.m..  Students that walk to school will need to walk around the building to that Cafeteria/Gymnasium entrance.  Students that participate in the Stretch program before school may still enter at the “Stretch” room’s outside door.  Please take note that this means the elementary entrance doors will not be open to the public. Parents will not be able to walk in these doors and escort their children to classrooms.  All parents need to enter through the Main Entrance (North Side).  

During the school day, if your student needs to be dropped off or picked up you will need to use the Main Entrance.  Limiting the building access to one location provides better security and safety for your children.  This may seem to be an unnecessary change and more like an inconvenience but having systems in place like this prevent child abductions and other incidents.  Once the change is in place for a couple weeks it will smooth out and become the norm.  


After school pick up will be a little different as well, but not a huge change.  Students that walk or are being picked up like last year will still be allowed to exit the building at the Elementary entrance doors but those doors will be locked to prevent adults from entering the building.  Although in past years a few parents waited in the foyer of the elementary area of the building these few parents will be asked to wait outside.  If you and your child decide to continue using this exit door and pick up area, we will once again have adults outside with the riders for supervision.   Students may use the Main Entrance of the building to exit as well and with our new parking areas may be a great alternative.  


I hope over the coming school year you get a chance to drive by the school, attend a game or open house to view the building and see the enhancements your support provided.  Share in our pride as we continue to service our community’s children. 

Sincerely,


Jeffrey D. Liedel, Superintendent 
